inert embers that the breath of revolt may be enough to ignite. Look- 
ing around in order to distinguish the places of malcontent and there 
incite the minds. Intervening in every conflict in order to sabotage 
pacifying negotiations. Arousing social hatred where fatal tolerance is 
in force. Ceasing to tail power- political, economic or judiciary as it 
may be - like a shadow faithfully following its dates and priorities, 
abandoning the space in front of the palaces of power and the court 
buildings in order to move everywhere. 

Perhaps what is still missing is the attempt to link the struggles that 
are going on, to create bridges that allow all those who are protesting 
to meet and recognize each other. Because the reasons that pushed the 
inhabitants of Scanzano Jonica to block the roads of Basil icata are not 
really different from the reasons of the transit workers who blocked 
traffic in Milan. The former, like the latter, are treated as mutes pre- 
sented in a representation written by others to the benefit of the usual 
few. But aren't we all victims of the same lethal muteness? And on 
the other hand - if we want to start speaking and raising our voice - 
we must take into account that the language of revolt and suffering 
cannot resemble that of power and privilege. When one becomes 
aware of this, only then does one comprehend that there is no dia- 
logue, no understanding, no agreement possible with the other side. 
Then one throws out the political and union ballast and begins to in- 
tervene autonomously in the social stir, supporting, without any shop- 
keeper's interest, anyone who is no longer willing to submit, pursuing 
the possibilities that open before us, all to be discovered. 
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66 HP he young people who protest the police" - a lady says - "I don't un- 
1 derstand them. At bottom, we are not in a dictatorship at all," she 
adds, while the bus onto which she climbed has been escorted now for some 
months in certain neighborhoods by a police squad, with police who can board 
at any time in order to carry out surprise checks. Might the proposal of the left 
to send police onto the streetcars during the next wildcat strike of drivers clar- 
ify her ideas? It is really true that the people of capital are a stoic people. 



Democracy 

In these "vile and desolate" times, the control of the masses is, as 
never before, the priority of democratic regimes: democracies are to- 
talitarian dictatorships that take refuge behind the veil of the constitu- 
tion in order to reduce us to slavery, prevent us from developing an 
autonomous thought that goes beyond the plasma of our television 
set. Television is the atomic bomb of our day: every day it mows 
down unknowing victims reducing us to hamsters, free to go round on 
the wheel, but only in the enclosure of our cages. 

[Here, in the Italian text, there is a long list of actions of the rulers and 
their lackeys against the exploited, and particularly against those who 
dare to rebel. It is not so important for those in English-speaking coun- 
tries to know all these details, as to examine the situation in their own 
country and look for the means of fighting against it there] 

Uncertainty is also penetrating into the camp of the rulers, The increasingly 
massive use of state terror is evidence that the current ruling order, 
equipped with a technological and military apparatus without precedent, is still 
socially extremely fragile. This is why its objective consists in making sure that 
the civilized continue not to talk with each other, prey to an empty anxiety 
without reference that the various Ministries of Fear try to direct toward the 
scapegoat of the moment. 

It is not a strong power that sends the political police to an institution of 
higher education because some students displayed a banner against the war in 
Iraq. 

The most important aspect of the struggles that are going on, that block 
normality and its deafening chatter, is precisely that they bring dialogue into 
the streets, rendering it practical. Very often what is born in terms of human 
relations is more interesting - and more intelligent - by far than the very de- 
mands that are at their origins. 

As we all know, the less banal and inoffensive the activity, the more the peo- 
ple who practice it will cease to be so. 
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DIALOGUE BETWEEN bREAM ANb MEMORY 



The traveler who found herself visiting the Kabyle region, in 
northwest Algeria in these past few years, would certainly be sur- 
prised at the deteriorated condition of the police stations. The things 
standing out on the horizon are only the deserted and looted remains 
of the sinister buildings that once inspired so much fear in the locals. 
Indeed, because the police have had to abandon their posts in the re- 
gion driven out and stoned by the insurgent population. 

In the spring of 2001, the killing of a student - which happened 
precisely in one of those stations - made the rage of the population, 
which was scarred by the worsening of the economic situation and the 
arrogance of the military masters of the country, explode. The move- 
ment born from these events has involved all the inhabitants of the 
region and is organized in a horizontal manner in village assemblies 
in which decisions are made through unanimity. Without leaders and 
autonomous from parties, this movement has been able to keep the 
forces of the state in check for two years, chasing the police out of the 
territory, sabotaging elections, attacking the offices of administrative 
and judiciary power. 

In every corner of the planet, insurrectional flare-ups follow one 
after the other but always seem fated to burn out much too quickly. 
What is surprising about the Kabyle insurrection, however, is its dura- 
tion. So let's try to take a look at the totality of circumstances that 
have allowed them to resist for so long. 

At the time of the uprising, life in the villages was not yet con- 
quered in all of its aspects by capitalist modernity nor completely de- 
molished by past state socialism. The habit of autonomy and the mas- 
tery of the techniques of subsistence has survived, and with this the 
meaning of concrete dialogue among the inhabitants - since they still 
have the tools for acting well in hand and the capacity for using them, 
it is easier to discuss what they want to obtain and how. Relationships 
of mutual solidarity and common pride are still alive, together with a 
collective memory that carries within itself the marks of an age-old 
tradition of resistance to every invader. 

Thus, the revolt has been able to avail itself of concrete spaces of 
direct dialogue and self-organization, broadening the networks and 
social relationships of the life of the villages. At the same time it has 
occupied an ideal space, fishing out from history the ancient organ- 
izational model of the tribes - the aarch - that reached its peak in the 
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